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FIRST RAIN

armed with bolts of nitrogen and fire, zeppelin
clouds descend upon the ice shingles of Fleming
Creek, east of Dixboro. two redwing scouts fly
wide criss-crossing orders: Glaze sumac, throttle
south through scarecrow armatures, then west over
Witches” Butter and thirty thousand redwings
spring into defenses along the streambed: red-
streaked fermatas in whipsailing sumac, shivery
tempers, mordants, trills as | run naked through the
black-tailed drops of spring’s first rain.
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